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nature of Athens' social morality. We have spoken above of the
silver mines which were situated at Laureum, near the Land's
End of Attica. They were worked by private enterprise, and
the actual work was done by gangs of slaves. Nicias the general
is known to have owned a thousand. The lowest and most
savage type, who were unfit for domestic service, were usually
employed for the purpose. But, if not already brutalized, they
must soon have become so under the horrible conditions of
their life. The ore was extracted by the sinking of shafts and
long, horizontal galleries which ran for miles under the hill-side.
Down these the slaves were sent, nearly naked and shackled in
chains. Lamps were carried, and, since those which have been
found were calculated to burn for ten hours, that must almost
certainly have been the length of a shift. Gangs were sent down
in relays, so that digging continued night and day. No respite
or hope of liberty was allowed them. Death must have been a
merciful release. During the Peloponnesian War many thousands
of Attic slaves are said to have deserted to the enemy; it is to be
hoped that many mine-slaves were among them.

VIII
TRADES AND PROFESSIONS
AFTER all that has been said about the Athenian citizen's idle
hours, it is high time that something should be added about his
busy ones. For busy he was by nature; and when he worked, he
worked with a zest. Aristocrats like Nicias, the owner of a
thousand slaves, might be able to devote themselves exclusively
to politics; but most Athenians had to work for a living. We
will take their various callings one by one.
Agriculture must stand first. For, though the city's prosperity
was based mainly on her industries and commerce, a large
proportion of the inhabitants of Attica still lived on the soil.